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To  the  Aldridge-Brownhills  Urban  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

December  1968  was  the  first  anniversary  for  the  delegated  Health  Services. 
The  Annual  Report  affords  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  a few  facts  which  have 
emerged  during  the  period. 

An  efficient  system  of  combined  Health  and  Welfare  Services  has  evolved. 

Staff  relations  are,  on  the  whole,  excellent  as  most  of  the  work  is  done  on  a 
team  basis.  Various  groups  of  staff  meet  regularly  to  discuss,  without  set 
agenda,  whatever  matter  they  wish.  Minutes  are  kept  and  action  is  taken  whenever 
possible.  Thus,  even  if  an  issue  is  lost,  the  team  group  always  feel  that  they 
have  had  their  say  and  accept  defeat  with  grace . 

The  least  homogeneous  group  is  the  team  of  social  workers  (Social  Workers; 
Mental  Welfare  Officers;  Welfare  Officers;  Home  Help  Organisers).  Here 
liaison  is  still  imperfect  but  in  offering  the  greatest  challenge  also  holds  out 
the  greatest  promise.  Important  general  issues  have  been  discussed  and  a 
system  of  record  keeping  and  an  information  service  available  to  all  team 
members  has  evolved.  This  will  reduce  overlapping  of  visiting  to  a minimum. 
Special  case  meetings  will  be  held  regularly  at  individual  members  request. 

The  co-ordination  meeting  for  prevention  of  cruelty  to  children,  taken  over 
from  the  County  Council,  has  continued  to  meet  regularly  but  has  now  been 
supplemented  by  case  conferences  called  whenever  desirable.  This  meeting  is 
attended  by  Health  Visitors  and  Social  Workers  including  some  workers  outside 
the  Department,  e.g.  Probation  Officers;  Child  Care  Workers;  Social  Security 
Workers;  Housing  Welfare  Officers  etc.  Much  important  work  is  being  carried 
out  by  this  group. 

Regular  meetings  of  General  Practitioners,  under  my  Chairmanship,  have 
led  to  a considerable  improvement  of  mutual  relations.  General  Practitioners  have 
had  an  unrestricted  opportunity  to  state  their  case  and  many  misunderstandings 
have  been  settled.  One  General  Practitioner  now  serves  on  the  Personal  Health 
and  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Council  as  a co-opted  member. 

All  meetings  rely  entirely  for  their  success  on  a neutral  but  respected 
Chairmanship  and  a total  absence  of  autocratic  or  dogmatic  interference.  The 
Meetings  are  the  Staff's  meetings,  their  very  own.  Thus  the  principle  of  staff 
participation,  so  often  talked  about  but  so  rarely  honoured,  is  here  a reality. 

It  is  not  lack  of  co-operation  but  lack  of  finance  which  has  interfered  with 
the  development  of  services.  If  allocation  of  finance  came  anywhere  near  the 

level  of  staff  co-operation  we  could  provide  one  of  the  best  services  in  the 
Country. 

The  service  has  been  run  on  the  cheap.  Delegation  has  certainly  not  been 
more  expensive.  Estimates  were  somewhat  exceeded  after  a largely  illusory, 
cause  inexperienced,  assessment,  but  even  so  the  excess  was  largely 
accounted  for  by  a re-allocation  of  County  funds,  e.g.  doctors ' salaries  not 
Previously  included. 

fail  Development  of  the  Health  Services  has  also  been  hampered  by  continued 
VUmf  u°  de.!egate  the  School  Health  Service  to  this  Authoi’itv.  The  Health 
r has  thus  two  masters,  this  Authority  and  the  County  Council  (in  her 


9 


capacity  of  School  Nurse).  In  the  Child  Health  Clinics  we  largely  employ  retired 
General  Practitioners  on  a sessional  basis,  a costly  business. 

Delegation  is  now  a dirty  word.  It  seems  that  no  place  will  be  found  for  it  in 
re-organised  Local  Government  if  and  when  Maud  is  implemented.  One  thing  is 
certain  — it  has  given  this  Local  Authority  a far  greater  say  in  the  running  of 
local  health  and  welfare  matters . It  has  certainly  benefited  the  public  at  large 
although  the  benefit  would  have  been  greater  had  residential  accommodation  and 
training  facilities  been  at  our  disposal.  Here  our  facilities  were  short  of  those 
of  a Local  Health  Authority,  but  in  one  respect  we  are  ahead  of  many  Local  Health 
Authorities  in  as  much  as  our  Health  and  Welfare  Services  are  co-ordinated  and 
not  run  in  various  tight  compartments. 

1968  was  also  the  first  comparable  year  with  regard  to  Health  statistics. 
There  is  little  new  about  them.  The  Live  Birth  rate  has  dropped  slightly  and 
the  Death  Rate  risen  both  in  accordance  with  the  national  trend.  Infant  mortality 
statistics  have  improved  and  compare  favourably  with  national  rates.  There  has 
been  no  major  epidemic. 

An  important  event  was  the  publication  of  the  facts  of  a new  mental  illness 
observed  over  a number  of  years  in  the  flats  of  the  Local  Authority.  This  'flat 
neurosis'  has  been  fully  described  in  the  press  and  in  the  mass  media.  I wish  to 
thank  the  Council  for  their  generosity  of  re-allocating  housing  to  a number  of 
these  cases  which  would  have  otherwise  have  ended  up  in  Mental  Hospitals.  A 
recent  survey  carried  out  by  Health  Visitors  showed  the  great  majority  vastly 
improved  or  cured. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
the  sympathetic  help  afforded  on  many  occasions.  Similarly,  I wish  to  thank 
the  Clerk  and  my  other  Chief  Officer  colleagues  for  many  a kind  word  of  advice. 
Last  not  least,  I should  like  to  state  how  fortunate  I am  to  have  the  advice  and 
co-operation  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all  the  other  staff  in 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SHORE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 


Area  of  Urban  District 
Estimated  Population  1968 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1968 
Estimated  net  product  of  Id.  Rate 


13,276  acres 
86,780 
£2,795,182 
£12,240 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Mothers  and  Infants 

Aldridge- 

England 

Brownhills 

and  Wales 

1967 

1968 

1968 

Live  Births 

Number 

1860 

1819 

822,000 

Rate  per  1,  000  population 

16.43 

15.75 

16.9 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of 
total  live  births) 

3.75 

4.5 

No  figures 
available 

Still  Births 

Number 

31 

21 

12,000 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

16 

11 

14.0 

Total  live  and  still  births 

1891 

1840 

834,000 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

38 

30 

15,000 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
total  live  births 

20.4 

16.  0 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

20.6 

16.0 

No  figures 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

available 

illegitimate  live  births 

14.29 

nil 

ditto 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 
four  weeks  per  1,  000  total  live  births) 

13.98 

11.5 

12.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  one  week  per  1 , 000  total  live  births) 

12.29 

9.9 

10.5 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1 , 000 
total  live  births  and  still  births) 

29 

21 

25 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

nil 

nil 

No  figures 
available 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes  Males 

342 

355 

Females 

260 

273 

Total 

602 

628 

577,000 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.07 

12.17 

11.9 
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AREA  COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 


Area  Comparability  Factors  (A.  C.  F.  's)  — used  for  calculating  the  correct  birth 
and  death  rates  are  as  follows  for  1968  (births  0.  75,  deaths  1.  69).  This  means  a 
lowering  of  the  crude  birth  rate  and  an  increase  of  the  crude  death  rate,  and  takes 
into  account  the  fact  that  as  the  district  develops  the  number  of  residents  in  the 
younger  age  groups  annually  increases.  In  other  words  the  A.  C.  F.  's  make  an 
approximate  allowance  for  the  way  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

When  so  corrected,  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rates 
for  England  and  Wales,  or  with  corresponding  corrected  rates  for  any  other  area. 

In  addition,  the  death  rate  A.  C.  F.  is  now  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of 
any  'residential  institutions'  in  the  area. 

BIRTHS 


Births  in  this  district  have  again  fallen,  compared  with  the  previous  year  as  they 
have  in  England  and  Wales. 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

902 

835 

1737 

Illegitimate 

38 

44 

82 

940 

879 

1819 

The  crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  21. 0 and  the  corrected 
live  birth  rate  was  15.75,  the  latter  can  be  compared  with  the  figure  of  16.  9 for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate  = 0.  93 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  4.5  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 

Still  Births: 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

10 

19 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

10 

11 

21 

Still  birth  rate  was  11.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales 
14. 0) 


It  must  be  pointed  out  that  our  own  recorded  birth  figure  for  the  year  is  1906 
live  births.  A discrepancy  between  this  and  the  Registrar  General's  estimate 
of  1819  births  has  been  taken  up  with  him  and  he  accepts  our  own  figure  as 
almost  certainly  correct.  The  difference  being  attributed  to  identification  of 
areas  within  the  West  Midlands  Conurbation. 


ojla  ins 


There  were  628  deaths  (355  male  and  273  female)  during  the  year  giving  a crude 
death  rate  of  7.  2 and  the  corrected  death  rate  of  12. 17  per  1,000  population  The 
crude  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  11.  9. 

Male  deaths  were  56.  5%  of  all  deaths. 
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TOTAL  DEATHS 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1968 


Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

13 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

21 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

4 

Leukaemia 

2 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

44 

33 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

3 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

5 

1 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  , Diseases 

i 

1 

Anaemias 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  blood  etc. 

- 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

5 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease 

5 

8 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

79 

55 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

10 

33 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

28 

32 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

10 

10 

Influenza 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

20 

17 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

38 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

; 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

i 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

l 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 

5 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

6 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

5 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

2 

~ 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies 

3 

5 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

3 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

6 

6 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

“ 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

12 

4 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

4 

4 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

355 

273 
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PAUSES  OF  DEATH  - CLASSIFICATION  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

01 

1- 

5- 

15 

- 25 

- 45- 

65- 

75+ 

01- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75+ 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

" 

- 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

“ 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

5 

5 

2 

“ 

“ 

- 

" 

" 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

“ 

13 

7 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Leukaemia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

16 

9 

12 

" 

- 

1 

2 

9 

10 

11 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

” 

” 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other  Endocrine  etc..  Diseases 

- 

- 

1 

Anaemias 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  blood  etc. 

1 

— 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc. 

1 

1 

- 

“ 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

” 

- 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

37 

13 

25 

“ 

- 

1 

7 

15 

32 

Other  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

4 

" 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

3 

5 

24 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

8 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

11 

16 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

6 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

6 

8 

2 

- 

- 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

15 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Repiratory  System 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Disease  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Disease  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

3 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

TOTAL-  Separate  age  groups 

15 

3 

3 

12 

16 

128 

79 

99 

15 

1 

3 

3 

16 

57 

59 

119 

TOTAL-  All  Causes 

355 

273 

(TOTAL 
Male  & 
Female 

T" 

2 

15 
25 

9 

4 

3 

77 

3 

6 

2 

3 
1 
2 
8 

7 

13 
134 

43 

60 

20 

4 
37 
42 
11 

3 

1 

2 

8 
8 
1 

7 
2 
2 

8 
3 

12 

1 

16 

14 
8 

628 

628 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Total 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Total 

Under  1 week  of  age 

11 

11 

7 

7 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

13 

13 

8 

8 

Under  1 year  of  age 

15 

15 

15 

15 

The  21  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  were 
classified  under  the  following  causes: 


MALES 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Pneumonia  1 

Congenital 

Malformations  2 

Prematurity  4 

Birth  Injury, 

Difficult  Labour  3 

Disease  of 

Respiratory  System  3 

Unspecified  Anomalies 
of  Circulatory  System  1 


Eclampsia  of  Pregnancy  1 

Haemolytic  Disease 
of  Newborn 


FEMALES 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 
1-2 

1-3 

5-9 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1-1 


CANCER 

133  deaths  (80  male,  53  female)  resulted  from 
malignant  neoplasms  and  included  in  these  were 
25  (21  male,  4 female)  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung 
and/or  bronchus. 
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ATTACHMENT  SCHEMES 


At  the  time  of  delegation  no  attachment  schemes  were  operating  in  the  Urban 
District.  During  1968  discussions  took  place  with  both  doctors  and  staff  and  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  two  pilot  schemes  have  now  commenced  with  attachment  of 
midwives  and  district  nurses.  In  the  light  of  experience,  it  is  intended  to  extend 
attachment  to  general  practitioners  throughout  the  Urban  District  by  gradual 
process  and  as  quickly  as  the  staff  situation  permits.  Initial  progress  reports 
indicate  that  both  doctors  and  nursing  staff  welcome  attachment  and  fully 
appreciate  the  mutual  benefits  it  can  bring. 

CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 

Two  Cervical  Cytology  Clinics  operate  weekly  in  the  Urban  District;  at 
the  Child  Health  Centre,  Leighswood  Road,  Aldridge  on  Tuesday  morning  and  the 
Child  Health  Centre,  Pier  Street,  Brownhills  on  Friday  mornings. 

A total  of  1,  222  women  were  examined  in  1968.  Bv  the  end  of  that  year 
2,191  had  received  examination  since  the  service  began.  Three  positive  cases 
were  discovered  during  the  year. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

Chiropody  treatment  is  available  for  aged  persons,  the  physically  handicapped, 
expectant  mothers  and  school  children.  Four  part-time  chiropodists  are  employed 
to  carry  out  this  work. 

During  the  year,  2,039  clinic  treatments  and  1,458  domiciliary  treatments 
were  given  to  adults.  75  physically  handicapped  persons  and  180  school  children 
received  treatment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1,063  people  had  received  treatment  since  the  inception 
of  the  service  in  1960. 


DAY  NURSERIES 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  day  nursery  in  the  Urban  District.  The  City  of 
Birmingham  is  extremely  helpful  in  allocating  places  at  its  Kingstanding  Da> 
Nursery  for  our  priority  cases.  Geographical  location,  however,  makes  this 
practicable  only  for  residents  of  the  Streetly  and  Pheasey  areas.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  5 children  from  the  Urban  District  were  attending  this  Birmingham 

Day  Nursery. 
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FAMILY  PLANNING 


The  Family  Planning  Clinics  at  Aldridge  and  Pheasey  have  proved  most 
successful  and  during  the  year  an  additional  session  was  arranged  at  both 
Clinics.  Details  of  the  present  sessions  are  as  follows: 


Child  Health  Centre 

Mondays 

10.  00 

- 11.30  a.  m 

Leighswood  Road 

7.  00 

- 8.  30  p.  m 

Aldridge 

Child  Health  Centre 

Tuesdays 

7. 15 

- 8.30  p. m 

Beacon  Road 

Thursdays 

7.  00 

- 8.30  p. m 

Pheasey 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  clients  attending  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Referred  by 

Number  of 
Patients 

Patients 
or  Friends 

General 

Practitioners 

Hospital 

Local 

Authority 

Other 

Sources 

F.  P.  A. 
Transfers 

976 

148 

137 

1 

5 

310 

375 

FLUORIDATION 

The  Council  again  re-affirmed  its  decision  in  favour  of  fluoridation. 

I regret  to  say  that  no  progress  can  be  made,  however,  as  one  local  health 
authority  in  the  area  of  supply  is  not  in  favour.  It  is  impossible  to  isolate 
fluoridation  to  a particular  local  authority  area  and,  therefore,  fluoridation 
of  the  public  water  supply  cannot  proceed. 


19 


HEALTH  VISITING 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  home  visiting  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year. 


Cases  visited  by  Health  Visitors 

Number  of  cases 

1 

Children  born  in  1968 

1642 

2 

Children  born  in  1967 

2501 

3 

Children  born  in  1963-66 

3026 

4 

Total  number  of  children  in  lines  1-3 

7169 

5 

Persons  aged  65  or  over 

111  l 

6 

Number  included  in  line  5 who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a G.  P.  or  hospital 

33 

7 

Mentally  disordered  persons 

5 

8 

Number  included  in  line  7 who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a G.  P.  or  hospital 

2 

9 

Persons,  excluding  Maternity  cases,  discharged 
from  hospital  (other  than  mental  hospitals) 

18  ] 

10 

Number  included  in  line  9 who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a G.  P.  or  hospital 

17 

11 

Number  of  tuberculous  households  visited 

21 



12 

Number  of  households  visited  on  account  of 
other  infectious  diseases 

75 

13 

Number  of  tuberculous  households  visited  by 
tuberculosis  visitor 

374 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 
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HOME  NURSING 


The  following  tables  show  some  general  statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Nursing 
Service. 


Analysis  of  New  Cases  Nursed  During  the  Year 


Condition 

Age 

0-4 

Age 

5-15 

Age 

16-64 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

6 

3 

9 

Other  Infectious  diseases 

- 

1 

- 

3 

4 

Diseases  of  the  Blood 

- 

- 

68 

30 

98 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

- 

- 

16 

34 

50 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

- 

- 

17 

48 

65 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

- 

- 

7 

17 

24 

Respiratory  Diseases  other  than  T.  B. 

- 

- 

11 

29 

40 

Diseases  of  Ear  or  Nose  and  Throat 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Eye  Conditions 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Dental  Conditions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gynaecological  Conditions 

- 

- 

7 

13 

20 

Genito-urinary 

- 

- 

8 

7 

15 

Diseases  of  Bones,  Joints  and  Muscles 

1 

3 

20 

22 

46 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

4 

1 

16 

10 

31 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

14 

27 

43 

Parasitic  Conditions  (worms,  lice  etc.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  Growths 

- 

- 

29 

24 

53 

Senility 

- 

- 

1 

52 

53 

Diseases  of  Skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues 

- 

- 

12 

27 

39 

Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions 

- 

- 

10 

5 

15 

Injuries 

- 

3 

8 

9 

20 

Burns  and  Scalds 

2 

2 

4 

7 

15 

Sepsis 

- 

1 

5 

6 

12 

Post  Operative 

1 

5 

91 

40 

137 

Complication  of  Pregnancy  or  Puerperium 

- 

- 

30 

- 

30 

Other  Conditions 

2 

3 

11 

6 

22 

TOTALS 

12 

21 

394 

421 

848 

CIASS1FICATION  BY  TREATMENT 


General 

Nursing 

Care 

Dressings 

Observation 
of  Patient 

Enemas 

Changing 

of 

Pessaries 

Washouts 

Douches 

Catheterisation 

Preparation 

for 

Diagnostic 

Investigations 

Injections 

of 

Antibiotic 

Other 

Injections 

Other 

Treatments 

12,135 

8,163 

7,972 

437 

92 

405 

53 

886 

10,548 

1.089 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Leighswood  Road,  Aldridge 

Pier  Street,  Brownhills 

High  Street,  Pelsall 

Beacon  Road,  Pheasey  

Coalheath  Lane,  Shelfield 

Blackwood  Road,  Streetly 

Community  Centre,  Springfields,  Rushall 
Ebenezer  Chapel,  Walsall  Wood 


Wednesdays  and  Fridays  2-4  pm 


Tuesdays  and  Fridays  2-4  pm 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  2-4  pm 
Mondays  and  Fridays  2-4  pm 
Tuesdays  only  2-4  pm 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  2-4  pm 
Wednesdays  only  2-4  pm 

Wednesdays  only  2-4  pm 


Attendances  during  1968 


No.  of  children 
under  1 year 
attending  for 
first  time 

Attendance 

Under 
1 year 

1-2  years 

3-5  years 

Total 

Average 
attendance 
per  session 

Aldridge 

293 

3,365 

1,  728 

1,113 

6,206 

61.44 

Brownhills 

300 

2,650 

1, 701 

1,078 

5,429 

54.  84 

Pelsall 

222 

3,506 

1,593 

1,455 

6,554 

65.54 

Pheasey 

268 

3,  086 

2,342 

2,049 

7,477 

75.59 

Shelfield 

78 

707 

701 

742 

2, 150 

48.  00 

Streetly 

254 

3,  064 

1,836 

1,356 

6,256 

62.  56 

Rushall 

79 

792 

699 

452 

1,  943 

38. 10 

Walsall  Woo 

d 60 

395 

563 

434 

1,392 

33.  95 

TOTAL 

1,554 

17,565 

11,163 

8,679 

37,407 

57.54 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  during  the  year. 

Number  of  cases  referred  to  Mental  Welfare  Officers  370 

Number  of  cases  previously  known  142 

Sources  of  referral  - 

General  Practitioners  87 

Hospitals  205 

Police  and  Courts  15 

Relatives  25 

Ministry  of  Social  Security  5 

Education  Authority  4 

Health  Visitor  1 

Others  28 


Disposals  - 

Advice  to  referring  Agency 

Advice  to  patients 

Advice  to  relatives 

Admitted  to  hospital 

Observation  (further  visits  necessary) 

Recovered  or  stabilised 

Left  the  area 

Home  visits  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
Visits  to  patients  in  hospital  or  hostel 

Hospital  admissions  arranged:  (a)  Informally 

(b)  Under  part  IV  of  Mental  Health  Act 


66 

11 

40 
58 

41 
146 

8 

1387 

75 

13 

58 
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MIDWIFERY 


The  District  has  an  establishment  of  22  domiciliary  midwives.  At  the  end  of 
1968,  17  full-time  and  1 part-time  midwives  were  in  post.  Supervision  is 
exercised  by  Mrs.  Overend,  the  area  Nursing  Officer  and  her  Deputy,  Miss  Elsmore, 
who  are  also  responsible  for  control  of  the  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  domiciliary  midwives 
during  the  year. 


Domiciliary  confinements 

Number  of  cases  delivered 
in  hospital  and  other 
institutions  but  discharged 
and  attended  by  domiciliary 
midwives  before  10th  day 

Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  booked 

Total 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor  not 
present  at 
delivery 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor  not 
present  at 
delivery 

— 

90 

385 

475 

987 

Domiciliary  confinements  represented  24.5%  of  total  births. 

Three  of  the  Council's  midwives  are  approved  as  Teacher  Midwives  by 
the  Central  Midwives ' Board.  Three  pupils  completed  district  training  as  part  of 
their  Part  II  Midwifery  training  course  during  the  year. 
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NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 


At  the  end  of  the  year  11  premises  were  registered  as  Day  Nurseries  and  4 
persons  as  Child  Minders.  The  Day  Nurseries  are  in  actual  fact  Pre-school 
Playgroups  registered  under  this  legislation  to  ensure  that  the  health  and  welfare 
of  children  are  adequately  safeguarded,  whilst  in  the  care  of  persons  other  than 
their  parents. 

Inspection  and  occasional  supervision  of  these  groups  is  undertaken  by  the 
Nursing  Officer. 

Details  of  groups  registered  are  given  below: 


Day  Nurseries 

Methodist  Church  Hall 
Anchor  Meadow 
Aldridge 

Mission  Hall 
Tynings  Lane 
Aldridge 

Scout  Group  Headquarters 
Barnetts  Lane 
Brownhills 

St.  Thomas's  Mission  Church  Hall 

Watling  Street 

Brownhills 

Community  Centre 
Pelsall 

Methodist  Church  Hall 
Romney  Way 
Pheasey  Estate 
Great  Barr 

Methodist  Church  Hall 
Daw  End  Lane 
Rushall 

Blackwood  Methodist  Church 
Streetly 

St.  John's  Church  Hall 
Brookland  Road 
Walsall  Wood 

The  Pavilion 
Blackwood  Road 
Streetly 

Holy  Trinity  Play  Group 

Clayhanger 

Brownhills 


Child  Minders 

Mrs.  Banks 
31  Hussey  Road 
Brownhills 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Fowler 
8 Aldridge  Road 
Streetly 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Wiley 
86  Wood  Lane 
Streetly 

Mrs.  J.  M.  L.  Derry 
16  Middleton  Road 
Streetly 
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NURSING  COMFORTS  EQUIPMENT 


Nursing  Comforts  are  issued  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Distribution  Centres  in  the  Urban  District  are  as  follows: 

BRITISH  RED  CROSS  SOCIETY 

Miss  V.  M.  Nicholas,  22  Thornhill  Road,  Streetly. 

Mrs.  Sanders,  42  Church  Road,  Pelsall. 

ST.  JOHN  AMBULANCE  BRIGADE 

Mrs.  N.  Seedhouse,  50  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Lote,  Rear  of  Council  House,  Anchor  Road,  Aldridge. 
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PREMATURITY 


There  were  108  premature  live  births  and  13  premature  still  births 
notified  for  1968  as  follows: 

Live  Still 

Hospital  99  13 

Domiciliary  9 

Premature  live  births  were  5 . 66%  of  all  live  births . 

The  progress  of  live  premature  births  is  shown  in  greater  detail 
in  the  following  table. 
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WEIGHT  AT 
BIRTH 

I 21b.  3oz.  or  less 

2 Over  21b.  3oz.  up 
to  & incl.  31b. 4oz. 

3 Over  3Ib.4oz.  up 
to  & incl.  41b.  6oz. 

4 Over  41b.  6oz.  up 
to  & incl.  41b.l5oz. 

5 Over  41b.15oz.up 
to  & incl.  51b. 8oz. 

6 TOTAL 

1 — l,000g  or  less,  2 — 1, 001-1, 500g,  3 — 1,  501-2,  OOOg,  4 — 2, 001-2, 250g, 

5 - 2, 250-2, 500g. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


Details  are  given  below  of  the  work  undertaken  during  1968  by  the 
Social  Worker. 


1 

Number  of  patients  supplied 

Free 

Partial 
Payment  by 
Patient 

Paid  in 
Full  by 
Patient 

Total 

with  extra  nourishment 

6 

- 

- 

6 

2 

Number  of  patients  supplied 
with  clothing 

21 

_ 

_ 

21 

3 

Number  of  patients  supplied 
with  bedding  and  furniture 

19 

_ 

. 

19 

4 

Number  of  patients  supplied 
with  appliances 

112 

_ 

. 

112 

5 

Number  of  patients  supplied 
with  convalescent  home  treatment 

1 

1 

— 

2 

6 

Number  of  visits  and  interviews  with  patients  at  home 

719 

7 

Number  of  patients  visited  in  hospital  or  sanatorium 

18 

8 

Number  of  patients  seen  at  office  or  clinic 

23 

9 

Housing: 

(a)  No.  of  cases  recommended 

(b)  No.  of  cases  re-housed 

5 

1 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Details  are  given  below  of  vaccination  and 
Urban  District  during  1968. 


immunisation  carried  out  in  the 

others 


1 Diphtheria  Immunisation 


1968  1967  1966  1965  61/ 64  under  Total 

16yrs  of  age 


(a)  No.  of  children  who 
received  a course  of 
primary  protection, 
singly  or  in  combination 
in  1968 

466 

319 

547 

36 

97 

6 

1471 

(b)  No.  of  children  who 
received  reinforcing 
injections  in  1968 

13 

261 

684 

235 

957 

398 

2548 

2 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who 
received  a course  of 
primary  protection, 
singly  or  in  combination 
in  1968 

446 

255 

514 

24 

50 

4 

1293 

(b)  Reinforcing  Injections 

8 

224 

583 

207 

258 

77 

1357 

3 

Tetanus  Innoculation 

(a)  Primary 

466 

321 

546 

36 

97 

6 

1472 

(b)  Reinforcing 

13 

266 

687 

236 

1008 

580 

2790 

4 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

(a)  Primary 

468 

343 

604 

41 

90 

5 

1551 

(b)  Reinforcing 

10 

273 

711 

236 

922 

440 

2592 

5 

Measles  Vaccination 

11 

148 

209 

173 

544 

13 

1098 

6 (a)  Smallpox  Vaccination  0-3  months  4-6  months  7-9  months 

7 2 5 

10-12  months  1 year  2-4  years 
51  490  562 


5-15  years 
214 
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WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

This  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  i.e. 
National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamins  A and  D.  All  8 
Clinics  distribute  these  foods.  Sales  figures  for  1968  are  as  follows: 


National  Dried  Milk 

9,324 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1,702 

Orange  Juice 

30,214 

Vitamins  A and  D 

1,648 

In  addition,  an  approved  range  of  proprietary  foods  are  sold  from  these 
Centres.  The  more  popular  brands  are  all  available,  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

Sales  during  the  year  amounted  to  £7,850 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 


The  Council  is  required  by  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  to  maintain 
registers  of  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  applying  for  assistance  and 
to  make  adequate  arrangements  for  their  social  welfare.  A full-time  Home 
Teacher  for  the  Blind  is  employed  by  the  Council  and  is  seconded  to  the  Walsall, 
West  Bromwich  and  Aldridge-Brownhills  Society  for  the  Blind,  who  undertake 
all  social  work  involved  on  an  agency  basis. 


Number  registered  as  Blind 

Male 

49 

as  at  31st  December,  1968 

Female 

71 

Total 

120 

Numbers  registered  as  Partially 

Male 

10 

Sighted  at  31st  December,  1968 

Female 

15 

Total 

25 

AGE  PERIODS  OF  REGISTERED  BLIND 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

below  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

2 

2 

5-10 

4 

- 

4 

11  - 15 

1 

1 

2 

16  - 20 

- 

- 

- 

21  - 29 

3 

1 

4 

30  - 39 

2 

- 

2 

40  - 49 

5 

4 

9 

50  - 59 

9 

6 

15 

60-64 

3 

6 

9 

65  - 69 

3 

5 

8 

70  - 79 

10 

18 

28 

80  - 84 

4 

16 

20 

85  - 90 

4 

11 

15 

90  and  over 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

49 

71 

120 
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Age  Periods  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

2-4 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

3 

2 

5 

16  - 20 

- 

2 

2 

21  - 49 

2 

2 

4 

50  - 64 

1 

1 

2 

65  and  over 

4 

8 

12 

TOTAL 

10 

15 

25 

Distribution  of  Local  Blind  Persons 


Category 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Children  under  5 

- 

1 

1 

Children  attending  school 

4 

1 

5 

Children  in  Sunshine  Homes 

- 

1 

1 

Children  ineducable 

1 

- 

1 

Employed  in  Open  Industry 

9 

1 

10 

Employed  in  Workshop  for  Blind 

5 

- 

5 

Home  Workers 

1 

- 

1 

Trainees 

- 

- 

- 

Mental  Institutions  and  Hospitals 

1 

2 

3 

Homes  for  Aged 

- 

2 

2 

Voluntary  Homes 

- 

1 

1 

Remainder  — not  employed 

28 

62 

90 

Total 

49 

71 

120 
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Age  at  onset  of  Blindness 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

11 

7 

18 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

5-10 

3 

1 

4 

11  - 15 

- 

- 

- 

16  - 20 

- 

1 

1 

21  - 29 

4 

- 

4 

30  - 39 

3 

2 

5 

40  - 49 

4 

3 

7 

50  - 59 

5 

12 

17 

60  - 64 

3 

2 

5 

65  - 69 

3 

8 

11 

70  and  over 

11 

33 

44 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

49 

71 

120 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  HARD  OF  HEARING 


Apart  from  the  statutory  requirement  of  keeping  a register  of  handicapped 
persons  who  apply  for  assistance,  the  Council  is  obliged  to  make  arrangements 
for  their  social  welfare  as  follows: 

1 assist  handicapped  persons  to  overcome  the  effects  of  their  disabilities 
arid  to  obtain  any  available  general,  preventive  or  remedial  treatment, 
medical  treatment  which  they  appear  to  require; 

2 give  advice  and  guidance  to  handicapped  persons  on  personal  problems 
and  in  connection  with  any  services  which  appear  to  be  available  to  them 
and  of  which  they  wish  to  take  advantage; 

3 encourage  handicapped  persons  to  take  part  in  the  activities  of  social 
centres,  clubs  or  institutions; 

4 use  their  best  endeavours  to  arrange  for  voluntary  workers  to  visit 
handicapped  persons  with  a view  to  affording  them  comfort  and  encouragement 
and  assistance  in  the  solution  of  domestic  and  other  problems  confronting 
them. 

Social  Welfare  is  undertaken  on  an  agency  basis  by  the  Church  Mission  to 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  Mid -Staffordshire. 

Numbers  on  the  registers  at  31st  December,  1968  , were  as  follows: 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaf 

13 

13 

26 

Hard  of  Hearing 

7 

6 

13 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 


At  the  end  of  the  year  1968  there  were  332  physically  handicapped  persons  on 
the  register.  The  following  table  analyses  these  cases  as  coded  by  the  Disabled 
Persons  Employment  Act,  1944, 


Code 

General  Classes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

A/E 

Amputation 

13 

6 

19  ■ 

F 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 

24 

77 

101 

G 

Congenital  Malformations 
and  Deformities 

8 

12 

20 

H/L 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  and 
Genito-Urinary  Systems;  of  the 
Heart  or  Circulatory  System  of 
the  Respiratory  System  (other 
than  Tuberculosis)  and  of 
the  Skin. 

40 

28 

68 

Q/T 

Injuries  of  the  Head,  Face,  Neck, 
Thorax,  Abdomen,  Pelvis  or  Trunk. 
Injuries  or  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Limbs  and  of  the  Spine 

25 

13 

38 

V 

Organic  Nervous  Diseases  — Epilepsy, 
Disseminated  Sclerosis,  Poliomyelitis, 
Hemiplegia,  Sciatica,  etc. 

38 

31 

69 

u/w 

Neurosis,  Psychoses  and  other 
Nervous  Diseases  and  Mental 
Disorders  not  included  in  V. 

4 

2 

6 

X 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

- 

1 

Y 

Tuberculosis  (Non -Respiratory) 

1 

- 

1 

Z 

Diseases  and  Injuries  not 
specified  above 

5 

4 

9 

TOTAL 

159 

173 

332 

Age  Groups  — all  cases  on  Register 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-15 

3 

3 

6 

16  - 29 

14 

8 

22 

30  - 49 

32 

34 

66 

50  - 64 

55 

59 

114 

65  + 

55 

69 

124 

Total 

159 

173 

332 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Part  1 of  the  Act 


INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Particulars 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

a) 

Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2,3, 4 and  G are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(li) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

204 

86 

1 

Nil 

(111) 

Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

204 

89 

1 

Nil 

2 Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

REFERRED 
Inspector  Inspector 
toH.M.  by  H . M . 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1. ) 
Overcrowding  (S.  2. ) 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.  3. ) 

Inadequate 
Ventilation  (S.  4. ) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.  6. ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.  7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act  - OUTWORK 
(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature  of  work 

Number  of  outworkers 
in  August  list  required 
by  section  133  (1)  (c)  (2) 

Wearing  Apparel  - making  etc. 

3 

Leather  Ckxxls 

3 

Jewellry  Setting 

6 

Metal  Articles 

1 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

1 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof 
mode  wholly  or  partially  of  paper 

3 

TOTAL 

17 

NO  NOTICES  OR  PROSECUTIONS 
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The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1968. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  142 

(b)  By  other  Authority  nil 

(c)  By  private  enterprise  366 

508 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Martin  Street,  Stafford. 

Tel:  Stafford  4377  — Director:  Dr.  W.  L.  Hooper. 

Chemical  Laboratory,  County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Tel:  Stafford  3121  — County  Analyst:  Mr.  Hatfull. 

MIDWIVES 1 INCINERATOR 

The  'Victor'  gas  fired  incinerator  has  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  No  complaints  have  been  received.  The  incinerator  has 
been  in  use  almost  continually.  180  placentae  were  collected  during  the  year 
for  incineration. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

Two  Ford  Anglia  Estate  cars  are  in  service,  manned  by  two  part-time 
drivers.  Voluntary  staff  is  provided  by  the  W.R.V.  S.  under  the  guidance  of 
the  District  Organiser,  Mrs.  E.Hunt. 

The  number  of  meals  served  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 

Aldridge  Area  6,501 

Brownhills  Area  ..  ..  ..  4,880 

Brownhills  Luncheon  Club  . . 1,626 

Blind  Centre  48 


MORTUARIES 

The  two  mortuaries  in  the  District  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily. 
Both  Body  Refrigerators  are  functioning  well.  119  bodies  were  brought  in 
during  the  year . 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES-1968 


T3 

•F^ 

o 

£ 

^ > 
rt  <U 
fXH 

, 

, 

r-l 

1 

1 

rH 

♦Infective 

Jaundice 

rH 

11 

CM 

CM 

1 

16 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

CM 

i-H 

CM 

Tuberculosis 

1 

i 

t> 

CM 

CM 

ii 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

CM 

Food 

Poisoning 

CM 

■ 

05 

CM 

1 

13 

Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

15-44  years 

45  - 64  years 

65+  years 

TOTALS 

asvasia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

' 

- 

■ 

• 

• 

1 

Meninogococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

' 

• 

• 

r— 1 

Dysentery 

r—l 

1 

CM 

CM 

' 

<75 

1 

CM 

20 

Measles 

32 

118 

157 

130 

... 

153 

346 

16 

05 

r-H 

962 

Whooping 

Cough 

CO 

CD 

15. 

CD 

CO 

' 

■ 

1 

37 

Scarlet 

Fever 

CO 

CD 

CD 

17 

12 

109 

21 

CM 

181 

AGE  GROUP 

Under  1 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5-9  years 

10  - 14  years 

15  - 24  years 

25  years 

TOTALS 

* Notifiable  as  from  1st  October,  1968. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr.  M R Vincent 

Daviss,  O.B.E.,  B.S.C.,  M.I.C.E.,  P.  P.  INST.  W.  P.  C.  , Engineer  to  the  Upper 
Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority. 


As  far  as  I am  aware,  the  drainage  within  the  District  is  dealt  with  at  six 
Sewage  Works  operated  by  the  Authority  and  at  least  one  more  outside  the 
Authority's  district  at  Little  Aston,  although  as  you  will  be  aware,  the 
Authority  is  not  responsible  for  local  sewerage  systems  and  does  not  always 
have  precise  knowledge  of  the  limits  of  such  systems. 

The  southern  part  of  the  District  drains  to  the  Authority's  Minworth  Works, 
the  extension  and  reconstruction  of  which  will  be  brought  into  operation 
early  this  year  after  the  expenditure  of  nearly  £15  million. 

The  two  small  northern  areas  are  dealt  with  at  the  Watling  Street  and 
Newtown  Works,  both  of  which  are  very  small  and  which  serve  very  local 
districts.  In  the  case  of  Newtown  Works,  the  effluent  is  generally 
satisfactory,  but  the  Watling  Street  Works  is  overloaded. 


The  Barns  Lane  Works  previously  operated  by  Aldridge  Urban  District 
Council  is  overloaded,  but  the  addition  of  a spray  irrigation  installation  has 
produced  some  relief  in  this  area,  although  the  Works  is  still  not  capable 
of  achieving  a Royal  Commission  effluent  at  all  times. 


Undoubtedly  the  worst  Works  serving  the  District  is  that  at  Walsall  Wood, 
where  a contract  for  the  construction  of  new  Works  was  commenced  on  the 
1st  March,  1968.  The  time  of  completion  of  the  contract  is  two  years, but 
it  is  now  quite  clear  that  as  a result  of  exceptionally  favourable  progress  by 
the  contractor,  the  Works  will  be  in  operation  by  Autumn  of  1969.  The  total 
expenditure  will  be  in  excess  of  million. 


Part  of  the  south  western  area  of  the  District  drains,  along  with  substantial 
areas  of  the  Walsall  Authority,  to  Goscote  Works,  which  are  also  overloaded 
though  not  seriously  so,  and  accordingly  do  not  comply  in  all  respects  with 
Royal  Commission  standards. 


It  is  the  Authorities  policy  to  incorporate  all  the  Works  mentioned,  with 
the  exception,  of  course,  of  Minworth,  into  a regional  scheme  and  the  Works 
serving  this  scheme  may  well  be  located  on  the  Goscote  site,  but  the 
Authority,  having  in  mind  the  more  serious  situation  obtaining  in  the  north 
western  part  of  the  drainage  district,  have  decided  to  proceed  with  a 
substantial  regional  scheme  in  this  area  as  a first  priority,  and  the  subsidiary 
regional  scheme  based  upon  Goscote  will  follow. 


Not  withstanding  this  position,  the  Authority  continually  has  under  review 
means  by  which  the  situation  at  particular  Works  can  be  improved  and  minor 
capital  schemes  which  will  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  standards  of 
purification  achieved  at  some  of  the  Works  serving  the  Urban  District  are 
under  active  consideration. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Numbers  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December,  1968  were 
as  follows: 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

183 

142 

325 

22 

27 

49 

TOTAL  t 

1ASES:  374 
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VEHICLE  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED  AND  ELDERLY 


The  specially  equipped  ambulance  donated  in  1966  by  Aldridge  Rotary 
Club  and  Round  Table  has  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  district.  Most 
voluntary  organisations  for  the  physically  handicapped  and  elderly  make  use  of 
it  on  a rota  basis  for  their  regular  events  and  outings. 

The  present  programme  is  given  below  and  clearly  indicates  the  type  and 
extent  of  service  provided.  The  vehicle  is  now  more  or  less  fully  booked  up  and 
we  are  now  in  the  unfortunate  position  of  having  to  refuse  requests  for  additional 
bookings. 

Needless  to  say,  the  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 


Norman  Laud  Nursery 


Pelsall  Handicapped 
Pheasey  Over  60 
Streetly  Over  60 
Streetly  Physically  Handicapped 

Brownhills  Physically  Handicapped 

Aldridge  Over  60 

Aldridge  Physically  Handicapped 

Pheasey  Physically  Handicapped 

Rushall  Over  60 
Day  Centre  for  Blind 

The  Limes  Home  for  the  Aged 


Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday 
andFriday  mornings. 

Thursday  and  Friday  afternoons 

(All  weekly) 

Monday  afternoons  weekly. 

Tuesday  afternoons  weekly. 

Wednesday  afternoons  weekly. 

2nd  Wednesday  afternoon  monthly, 

1st  Monday  evening  monthly. 

Friday  afternoons  fortnightly, 

2nd  Tuesday  evening  monthly. 

Thursday  afternoons  weekly. 

3rd  Tuesday  evening  monthly 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons  monthly, 
3rd  Monday  evening  monthly. 

1st,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  evenings  monthly 

Fridays  fortnightly 

(Transport  for  Norman  Laud  Nursery 

is  cancelled  on  these  days). 

Occasional  Trips. 
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WATER 


The  Urban  District  is  still  within  the  statutory  area  of  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  B.  Sc.  , M.  I.  C.  E.  , Engineer  in  Chief, 
has  kindly  let  me  have  the  following  information  in  respect  of  1968. 

1 The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Aldridge-Brownhills  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  one  pumping  station  (Bourne  Vale)  within 
and  others  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Authority,  A proportion  of  water 
of  surface  origin  is  also  supplied  to  parts  of  the  District. 

Regular  and  frequent  samples,  both  bacteriological  and  chemical,  are 
examined  from  the  pumping  stations.  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  raw 
water  are  also  examined  where  possible. 

During  1968,  47  samples  from  Bourne  Vale  Pumping  Station  were  all  free 
from  coliform  bacteria,  and  chemical  results  were  satisfactory.  Routine 
samples  were  also  examined  from  Barr  Beacon  Reservoirs,  and  the 
Waterman's  house  in  Aldridge,  Municipal  Buildings  at  Brownhills,  High 
Street,  Clayhanger  and  from  the  Waterman's  house  in  Norton  Canes. 

146  samples  were  examined  from  the  Barr  Beacon  Reservoirs,  141  of 
which  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

17  out  of  18  samples  from  Aldridge,  12  samples  from  Brownhills,  12  from 
Clayhanger  and  8 from  Norton  Canes  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

39  out  of  41  samples  examined  from  the  Norton  Canes  area  and  36  samples 
from  the  Walsall  Wood  district  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

2 Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at  the  pumping 
stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available 
in  the  event  of  contamination. 

Chlorination  on  site  is  practised  following  burst  mains,  etc.  laying  of  new 
mains  and  emptying  reservoirs.  New  mains  etc.  are  not  brought  into  use 
until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

3 The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  at  31st 
December,  1968  was  27,545.  There  are  no  dwellings  supplied  from  outside 
standpipes  in  the  area.  The  population  is  estimated  at  3. 11  persons  per  house. 

4 The  naturally  occurring  fluoride  content  of  the  water  at  Aldridge  was 
0. 13  p.p.  m. 

The  average  chemical  results  for  1968  of  the  tap  samples  from 
Aldridge,  Brownhills  and  Norton  Canes  were: 


Aldridge 

Brownhills 

Norton  Canes 

pH 

7.2 

7.4 

7.6 

parts  per  million 

Alkalinity  (CaCC>3) 

121 

117 

85 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

27.3 

31.7 

18.6 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

.005 

Trace 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.045 

Trace 

Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

7.8 

11.6 

4.3 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  27°C) 

.53 

.12 

.12 

Temporary  hardness 

117 

112 

79 

Permanent  hardness 

122 

144 

58 

Total  hardness 

239 

256 

137 

Iron  (Fe) 

06 

Trace 

Trace 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lead  (Pb) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fluoride 

.13 

_ 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead  being 
found  in  any  of  the  tap  samples  examined. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

1968 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Aldridge-Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1968. 

In  former  years  attention  has  focussed  strongly  on  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  and  this  yeax-  is  no  exception  except  that  for  the  first  time,  the 
intensive  di*ive  showed  signs  of  bringing  the  problem  to  a satisfactory  conclusion. 
Although  we  shall  never  be  without  the  odd  unfit  house,  one  could  be  satisfied  that 
this  year  saw  the  bulk  of  our  unfit  houses  being  reported  to  Committee  for 
appropriate  action  as  shown  in  the  tables  following.  This  is  a most  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs  as  the  way  is  then  cleared  for  the  Department  to  welcome  the 
new  Housing  Act  which  is  now  awaited. 

The  meat  inspection  continued  to  be  undertaken  on  a 100%  basis  and  a 
slight  reduction  in  the  overall  figures  is  probably  due  to  the  aftermath  of  the 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  outbreak  at  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year.  The 
incidence  of  disease  follows  no  particular  pattern  although  the  proportion  of 
diseased  animals  was  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  success  of  the 
Tuberculosis  eradication  scheme  continues  to  be  evident  and  even  the  incidence  of 
Cysticercosis  appears  to  be  at  a minimum.  We  must  remember  of  course  that 
the  food  animals  are  after  all  living  and  breathing  creatures  and  subject  to  all  the 
ills  to  which  human  beings  are  prone,  and  therefore  it  is  improbable  that  the 
incidence  of  disease  will  sink  much  below  its  present  level.  The  feverish  cold 
alone  can  x*esult  in  some  part  of  the  carcase  organs  being  rejected  for  human 
consumption,  quite  apart  from  the  more  serious  diseases  which  may  be 
contracted  from  time  to  time. 

Food  premises  generally  continued  to  receive  their  normal  routine  visit. 

This  routine  task  is  one  of  which,  if  it  were  not  undertaken,  would  rapidly  result 
in  a fall  in  the  existing  standards  of  food  hygiene. 

The  catering  trade  in  particular  is  one  in  which  it  seems  that  anyone  may 
set  up  in  business  without  any  previous  experience  of  the  trade.  This  results  in 
intensive  educational  work  having  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Department.  A system 
of  registration  for  catering  premises  thus  providing  a ready  sanction  against  the 
obviously  unsuitable  catering  operator,  may  be  of  some  assistance  in  this  field. 

With  regard  to  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  the 
routine  inspections  were  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  Much  of  this  work  is  now 
of  a trivial  nature  being  concerned  with  the  replacement  of  abstracts  of  the 
regulations  and  the  maintenance  of  the  first  aid  box.  Doubtless  this  work  is  of  value, 
but  it  is  a time  consuming  task  which  reflects  little  benefit  to  the  employees  for 
the  amount  of  effort  entailed.  The  eradication  of  old  properties  and  the 
redevelopment  of  areas  of  new  shopping  facilities  ensures  that  the  major  structural 
facilities  are  guaranteed  at  this  stage  and  whilst  the  careless  employer  will 
always  be  with  us,  there  is  little  evidence  in  this  district  to  show  that  there  are 
any  employers  who  would  try  to  avoid  those  requirements  of  the  Act  concerned 
with  safety,  health  and  welfare. 

In  so  far  as  the  Caravan  Site  and  Control  of  Development  Act  is  concerned, 
the  situation  continues  much  as  in  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  sites  on  Barr 
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Beacon  began  the  slow  process  of  running  down,  and  the  site  should  begin  to  be 
returned  to  its  natural  state  in  the  near  future. 

The  experiment  begun  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  relating  to  the  itinerant 
caravan  dweller  site  at  Dumblederry  Lane,  was  concluded  during  the  year.  It  had 
not  proved  an  unqualified  success. 

Noise  Abatement  problems  again  came  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  and 
various  complaints  were  made  relating  to  such  diverse  matters  as  pop  groups  and 
wireless  sets,  to  heavy  lorries  and  industrial  noise. 

As  always,  these  problems  are  particularly  difficult  to  resolve  and  some 
indeed  are  almost  impossible  with  the  legislation  at  the  moment  existing.  A type  of 
complaint  which  began  to  emerge  during  the  year  related  to  the  changing 
circumstances  when  a factory  in  reasonably  near  proximity  to  housing  development 
starts  to  work  night  shifts.  Similarly,  factory  premises  which  dispatch  their  long- 
distance loads  at  very  early  hours  in  the  morning  especially  when  such  loads  are 
heavy  steel  or  cast  iron  materials,  can  be  very  distressing  to  a person  whose  rest 
is  disturbed.  The  method  of  measurement  recommended  in  the  British  Standard  is 
so  loose  that  it  does  not  give  the  Department  a worth-while  lever  to  employ  in 
cases  of  this  kind  and  one  is  forced  to  advise  the  ratepayers  affected  to  try  to 
employ  the  provision  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  laying  of  information  by  three 
householders.  So  often  one  is  requested  to  try  a piece  of  apparently  weak  legislation 
before  condemning  it  but  I am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  this  particular  Act 
should  be  strengthened  and  reinforced  by  regulations  and  standards.  Noise  remains 
a nuisance  which  can  affect  the  well  being  and  mental  health  of  certain  persons 
very  rapidly  and  is  a curse  of  our  modern  industrial  civilisation. 

So  far  as  the  Council  itself  is  concerned,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  agreed 
to  insert  a clause  into  Contracts  requiring  pneumatic  tools  and  portable  compressors 
to  be  equipped  with  effective  means  for  reducing  noise  emission.  This  is  in  conformity 
with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circular  69/68  and  yet  strangely 
enough  the  public  at  large  appear  to  accept  this  type  of  noise  as  unavoidable.  At  all 
events  it  does  not  give  rise  to  complaints  as  other  much  less  fierce  noises  do. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  services  were  maintained  at  the  same  level 
as  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  labour  problems,  and  the  only  change  in 
working  conditions  resulted  from  the  imposition  of  British  Standard  Time  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  This  naturally  had  the  effect  of  bringing  the  collection  teams  on  to 
the  highways  and  at  ratepayers'  dwellings  in  hours  of  darkness  in  the  mornings. 

There  is  obviously  some  enhanced  risk  in  these  circumstances,  due  to  the  bins 
being  placed  on  the  kerbside  and  providing  obstructions  which  could  result  in 
accidents,  but  fortunately  there  were  no  incidents  reported  as  a result  of  the 
change.  If  the  Government  continues  to  support  this  change  it  is  rather  to  be 
hoped  that  some  assistance  will  be  given  to  the  public  services  by  removing  as 
much  of  the  risks  as  possible  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  an  adjustment  of  school 
hours  could  be  effected  quite  easily  so  as  . to  ensure  that  schoolchildren  are 
enabled  to  travel  to  and  fro  during  hours  of  daylight. 

An  approach  to  the  UDC's  Association  was  made  in  order  to  enlist  the  support 
of  other  Authorities  in  an  attempt  to  get  Public  Service  vehicles  exempted  from  the 
Road  Fund  Tax  but  the  suggestion  was  not  fruitful. 

The  tips  at  Clayhanger  and  Pelsall  continued  in  use,  both  requiring  a strict 
control  in  order  to  ensure  that  nuisance  did  not  arise.  The  cricket  infestation  of 
previous  years  at  Clayhanger  was  contained,  and  the  water  pollution  at  Pelsall  was 
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again  the  source  of  much  anxiety  although  the  effluent  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 
Here  again,  I must  make  a plea  for  an  early  start  on  the  Clayhanger  Relief  Sewer 
System.  The  Consultants  report  was  produced  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  whilst 
the  provisions  outlined  therein  will  permit  land  being  tipped  on  at  Clayhanger  for  a 
very  long  time,  I am  afraid  that  until  the  works  are  put  in  hand  then  large  areas  of 
this  land  are  totally  unsuitable  for  tipping  without  serious  risk  of  pollution  to  water- 
courses. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  came  into  being  during  the  year  and  gave  the 
Council  added  responsibilities  for  securing  a clean  and  tidy  district. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  the  best  method  of  dealing 
with  these,  and  it  was  decided  to  institute  a collection  service  for  rubbish  other 
than  ordinary  domestic  refuse,  at  the  request  of  the  householder.  This  scheme 
was  not  in  force  until  the  current  year  and  therefore  it  is  not  yet  possible  to 
ascertain  the  degree  of  success  which  it  is  enjoying. 

Routine  Inspections  of  Licensed  Petroleum  Installations  continued 
throughout  the  year.  There  are  now  105  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixture.  There  were  no  accidents  reported 
throughout  this  period  and  this  is  of  course  a most  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

The  completion  of  the  administrative  .changeover  was  completed  during  this 
year  whereby  all  licences  fall  due  on  1st  January.  Previously,  licences  became 
due  on  any  day  of  the  year  and  the  rationalising  of  this  resulted  in  considerable 
saving  in  administration. 

During  the  year  a new  code  of  practice  was  issued  relating  to  petroleum 
installations.  This  was  made  available  to  the  public  which  is  a departure  from 
previous  practice  and  should  result  in  some  degree  of  uniformity  being  applied. 

Finally,  thanks  are  due  to  the  manual  staff  for  their  efforts  in  maintaining 
the  refuse  collection  service  at  its  existing  level  in  spite  of  adverse  weather 
conditions. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Shore,  my  sincere  appreciation  of 
his  assistance  throughout  the  year,  and  indeed  to  all  other  Principal  Officers 
of  the  Council  and  in  particular  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  In  a world  of 
ever-changing  patterns,  some  good,  some  dubious,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to 
rely  on  the  full  co-operation  of  one's  colleagues,  needless  to  say  this  opinion 
certainly  includes  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  to  whom  I am  indebted 
for  their  constant  support. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Perkins 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSING 


1 Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year . 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing  Acts  309 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  505 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  216 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  31 

(4)  Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and  completed  nil 

Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and  have  not 

been  completed  5 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  40 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  31 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 


continued  overleaf 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  23  and  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Clearance  Orders  45 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Closing  Orders  4 

(5)  Houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

43(2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  nil 

(6)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  (not  unfit)  demolished 

for  redevelopment  purposes  33 

(7)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  (unfit)  demolished 

for  redevelopment  purposes  21 

(8)  Other  unfit  property  demolished  by  owner  7 
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SITUATION  OF  PROPERTIES  DEALT  WITH 


As  shown  above 

INDIVIDUAL  DEMOLITION  ORDERS  REPORTED  TO  COMMITTEE 


24  Church  Road,  Brownhills.  (Closing 

92  New  Street,  Shelfield.  (Closing 

15  LindonRoad,  Brownhills.  (Closing 

60  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills.  (Closing 

64  LindonRoad,  Brownhills. 

22  Beech  Tree  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 
24  Brookland  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

108  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 

6 Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 

12  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 

39  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills.  (Closing 

9 King  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

30  Newtown,  Watling  Street,  Brownhills.  (Closing 
34  Newtown,  Watling  Street,  Brownhills.  (Closing 
152  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 

5 King  Street,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 

170  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  (Closing 


Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 

Order) 


Undertakings  to  render  the  property  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation 
were  accepted  in  respect  of  the  following  properties: 

24  Brookland  Road,  Walsall  Wood.  — (undertaking  subsequently  withdrawn  by  owner) 
108  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

12  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

6 Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

5 King  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS  REPORTED  TO  COMMITTEE 
Aldridge-Brownhills  (Church  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  22 
47,49  Church  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Church  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  23 

53,55,  57,  59,61,63,65,  67, 69,  71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,  83,85  Church  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (New  Street,  Shelfield)  Clearance  Area  No.  24 
35,37  New  Street,  Shelfield. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (New  Street,  Shelfield)  Clearance  Area  No.  25 

43,45,47,49,51,53,55,57,59,61,63,65,67,69,71, 73,52,54,56,58,62,68,70, 

72,  74,  76,  78,80,82,84,86,88  New  Street,  Shelfield. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Watling  Street,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  26 
99,100,101,102,103  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Watling  Street,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  27 


94,95,96,97  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 
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Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  28 
122,124,126,128,130,132,134  Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Coronation  Road,  High  Heath)  Clearance  Area  No,  29 
64,66,68,70,72,74  Coronation  Road,  High  Heath. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Norton  Road,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Area  No.  30 
77,79,81  Norton  Road,  Pelsall. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lindon  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  31 
86,88,90,92,94  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills. 

A Idridge -Brownhills  (Hednesford  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  32 
40,42  Hednesford  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge -Brownhills  (Albutts  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  33 
41,43,45,47  Albutts  Road,  Brownnills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (King  Street,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  34 
6,8,10,12,14,16  King  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Beech  Tree  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  35 
59,  61, 63,65,67  Beech  Tree  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  36 
17,19,21,23,25,27  Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Sunnyside  , Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  37 
51,  53, 55, 57  Sunnyside,  Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  38 
64,66  Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lindon  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  39 

27.29  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lindon  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  40 
41,43,45,47  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Clayhanger  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  41 
17,19,21,23,25,27  Clayhanger  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  42 
2,4  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  43 

28.30  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 
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Aldridge-Brownhills  (Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  44 
47,49  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

, < 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  45 
112,114,116,118  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Ladypool  Cottages,  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall) 

Clearance  Area  No.  46 

327,329,331  Ladypool  Cottages,  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Rushall)  Clearance  Area  No,  47 
137,139,141  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Watling  Street,  Newtown,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No.  48 
38,40,42,44,46  Watling  Street,  Newtown,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Victor  Street,  Heath  End,  Pelsall)  Clearance  Area  No,  49 
6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16  Victor  Street,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No,  50 
5, 7, 9, 11  Vigo  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No,  51 
144,146,148  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood)  Clearance  Area  No.  52 
162,164,166  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No,  53 
72,74  Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Bridge  Street,  Clayhanger,  Brownhills)  Clearance  Area  No,  54 
39,41  Bridge  Street,  Clayhanger,  Brownhills. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Rushall)  Clearance  Area  No.  55 
67,69,71,73  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  (Lichfield  Road,  Rushall)  Clearance  Area  No.  56 
59,61  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall. 


* - 
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HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

CLEARANCE  AND  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 

135,137,139,141  Lichfield  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

'Lilac  House'/112  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

27,29  Howdles  Lane,  Brownhills. 

27,29,31,33,35,37  Castle  Street,  Brownhills. 

60,62,64,66,68,70  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 

20,22  Wilkin  Road,  Brownhills. 

1,2,3, 9 Little  Common,  Pelsall. 

20,22  Clayhanger  Road,  Brownhills. 

100,102  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall. 

55,57,59,61,63  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

84,86,88,90  Pelsall  Road,  Brownhills. 

52,54  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 

2,4  Howdles  Lane,  Brownhills. 

181,182,183  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 

INDIVIDUAL  DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

12,14  Queen  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

10, 12  Coronation  Road,  High  Heath,  Pelsall. 

177  Lichfield  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

2,4, 6,  8, 10, 12, 14, 16  Camden  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

34  Pear  Tree  Lane,  Brownhills. 

Coppice  Side  Farm,  Brownhills. 

HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  IN  PURSUANCE  OF  CLOSING  ORDERS 
63  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge.  (Purchased  by  Council) 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OWNED  HOUSES  (UNFIT),  DEMOLISHED  BY  THE 
DEPARTMENT  FOR  REDEVELOPMENT  PURPOSES  AND  ROAD  WIDENING 

Wilkin  Farm,  Wilkin  Road,  Brownhills. 

201  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills. 

8,10,12,14,16,18  Pool  Green  Terrace,  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge. 

143  Lichfield  Road,  Brownhills. 

124,126  and  house  at  rear  of  124,126  Walsall  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 
23,25,27,29,31,33,35  Floyds  Lane,  Rushall. 

73  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

8, 10  Wilkin  Road,  Brownhills. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OWNED  HOUSES  (NOT  UNFIT),  DEMOLISHED  BY  THE 
DEPARTMENT  FOR  REDEVELOPMENT  PURPOSES  AND  ROAD  WIDENING 

'Swingbridge  Cottage',  85a  Pelsall  Road,  Brownhills. 

74  Wood  Lane,  Pelsall. 

2,4  Brownhills  Road,  Brownhills. 

43,45  Lichfield  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

22  High  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

1 Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

Deep  Moore  Farm,  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

20,22,24  Pool  Green  Terrace,  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge. 

6,8  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge. 

14,15,16,17,18,19  'Highbury  Place',  Little  Common,  Pelsall. 
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116,118,120,122  Walsall  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

99/101  Lichfield  Road,  Rushall. 

4 Floyds  Lane,  Rushall. 

50  Old  Town  Lane,  Pelsall. 

House  and  Off  Licence  premises,  Allens  Lane/Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 
Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Church,  Watling  Street,  Brownhills. 

71,73  Lichfield  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

18, 20  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield. 

OTHER  UNFIT  PROPERTY  DEMOLISHED  VOLUNTARILY  BY  OWNERS 

39  New  Road,  Brownhills. 

101,103  Ogley  Road,  Brownhills. 

24,26  Station  Road,  Brownhills. 

13, 15  Brownhills  Road,  Brownhills. 

OTHER  FIT  PROPERTY  DEMOLISHED  BY  OWNERS 

37  New  Road,  Brownhills. 

96,98,100  High  Street,  Brownhills. 

Farm  and  Outbuildings,  Deakin  Avenue,  Brownhills. 

Moat  Farm  and  Outbuildings,  Norton  Road/Lichfield  Road,  Pelsall  Crossroads. 


DETAILS  OF  CASES  TAKEN  AGAINST  FOOD  DEALERS 


Article 
Loaf  of  Bread 

Loaf  of  Bread 


Condition 

Containing 
Foreign  Body 

Containing 
Foreign  Body 


Manufacturer 
Walsall  Co-op 

Walsall  Co-op 


Retailer 
Walsall  Co-op 

Walsall  Co-op 


Result  of  Case 

Fined  £10.0.0d. 
Costs  £ 7.7.  Od. 

Fined  £15.0.0d. 
Costs  £ 7. 7.  Od. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 
Food  Premises 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of: 

Number  of  Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparation  Rooms  Inspected 

Number  of  Contraventions  Found 

Number  of  Notices  Served 

Number  of  Improvements 

Number  of  Notices  Completed 

Inspections  made  re.  Unsound  Food 


725 

622 

79 

357 

16 

210 
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The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  of  Staffordshire  County  Council 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Aldridge  & Brownhills  Urban  District 
Details  of  samples  procured  during  1968 

Number  of  samples  taken  225 

Number  of  samples  genuine  215 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  10 


Apricot  Yoghurt  (low  fat) 

Almond  flavouring  essence 
Almonds  sweet  Jordan 
Antiseptic  for  Babies  and  Children 
for  Mouth  and  Throat 
Apricots  in  syrup 
Apricot  halves  in  heavy  syrup 
Apple  juice  — unsweetened 
Aspirin  — Childs 

Bramble  Jelly 

Beef  ravioli  in  tomato  and  cheese  sauce 
Biscuits 

Biscuits  — puff  cracknell 

Biscuits  — bacon  flavoured 

Braised  beef  with  sauce 

Biscuits  — milk  chocolate  wholemeal 

Beef  suet  — shredded 

Broad  beans 

Black  pudding 

Butter  (3) 

Beef  soup  (2) 

Bergers  tenda 
Brawn  (2) 

Braised  beef 

Braised  beef  with  gravy  (2) 

Blackberries  in  syrup 
Boston  pickle 

Chicken  and  Ham  paste 
Caerphilly  cheese 
Cheese  — Red  Leicester 
Corned  beef  lean  cut 
Christmas  pudding 
Cooking  fat 
Crab 

Corned  beef  (2) 

Cherry  jam,  Stoned  Black 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
Cod  fries 

Cough  linctus  for  babies 
Carrots 


Corn  oil  margerine 
Cornflour 

Chicken  noodle  soup  (2) 

Celery  soup  (2) 

Cream  of  mushroom  soup  (2) 

Country  vegetable  soup  with  beef  (2) 

Chicken  stock  tablets 

Chocolate  buttered 

Cheese  spread 

Cooking  oil 

Cabbage  red  pickled 

Coleslaw  (vegetable  salad) 

Cockles 

Cheese  parmesan 
Cream  cheese 
Chocolate  bar  — milk 
Cream  — double 
Coffee  — mild  roast 

Condensed  full  cream  milk 
Cough  Mixture 

Danish  butter  (3) 

Dandelion  and  Burdock  — sparkling 
Dairy  butter  (2) 

Essence  of  peppermint  B.  P.  C. 

Eye  lotion 
English  butter 

Flour  — self-raising 
Force  wheat  flakes 
Faggots  — savoury 
Fish  fingers 

Fruit  topping  18%  butter  fat 

Garden  mint  in  vinegar 
Grapefruit  segments 
Garlic  vinegar 
Glucose  drink  — sparkling 
Gin  (9) 

Garlic  sausage 
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Hamburgers  with  gravy  — American 
Hamburgers  in  gravy  (3) 

Indigestion  tablets 
Irish  pea  soup  (2) 

Ice  cream  (2) 

Instant  coffee  (2) 

Jam  — mixed  fruit 

Jaffa  lemon  drink  — low  calorie 

Kidney  soup 

Lemon  cheese,  all  butter 

Lutomer  Reisling  wine  — medium  dry 

Lard  (4) 

Lemon  foam 
Lemonade  shandy 
Lemon  juice  — real 
Lemon  drink  (2) 

Lemon  cheese 
Lemon  ring 

MilkU.H.T. 

Macaroni  milk  pudding  — creamed 
Mustard  and  Wintergreen  cream 
Margarine  (4) 

Marmalade 
Margarine  10%  butter 
Mint'  sauce 

Mandarin  oranges  in  syrup 
Malted  shreddies 
Mixed  peel  — cut 

Oat  Kr  unchi  es 

Orange , egg  and  honey  cereal 
instant  baby  food 

Onion  sauce  mix 
Olive  oil 

Orange  low  calorie  drink 

Paprika  — imported 
Pork  sausage  (Pres. ) (7) 

Pineapple  slices  in  heavy  syrup 
Prunes 

Pork  luncheon  meat  (4) 

Purple  plums  in  syrup 
Pain  reliever  tablets 
Peas  — garden 
Pork  dripping 
Pork  pie 

Pea  and  Ham  soup  (2) 


Pineapple  cubes  in  syrup 
Potato  soup  (2) 

Potatoes  — new  (2) 

Pork  sausage  meat  (Pres. ) 

Pancake  flour 
Peas,  garden  — frozen 
Plaice  — whole 

Rice  — ground  (2) 

Rice  milk  pudding  — creamed 
Rissoles 

Raspberries  in  syrup 
Rum  (8) 

Shandy 

Shepherds  pie  (4) 

Stewed  Steak  with  gravy  (2) 

Sultanas 

Stewed  steak  (2) 

Sauce  tartare 

Sardines  in  tomato  sauce  and  olive  oil 
Steakburgers  with  sliced  onions 
Steak  — minced 
Spanish  salad 

Smoked  salmon  mayonnaise 
Strawberry  Angel  Delight 

Throat  lozenges  — antibacterial 
Tea  (6) 

Tripe  — English 
Table  Jelly 

Vitaminised  Tonic  elixu  with  vitamin  B 
Vodka  (3) 

Vegetable  Juice 

Whisky  (8) 

Welsh  Rarebit 

Zinc  and  Castor  oil  cream  B.  P. 
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Particulars  of  adulterated  samples 


23  B/M  Shepherds  pie 

20%  deficient  of  meat  Revised  formula,  and  new  labels  printed. 

24  B/M  Braised  beef  with  sauce 

40%  deficient  of  meat  New  labels  prinfed. 

32  B/M  Shepherds  pie 

20%  deficient  of  meat  New  labels  printed. 

33  B/M  Braised  beef 

Incorrectly  labelled  New  labels  printed. 

35  B/M  Braised  beef  with  gravy 

Incorrectly  labelled  New  labels  printed. 

37  B/M  Bi-aised  beef  with  gravy 

Incorrectly  labelled  New  labels  printed. 

73  B/M  Hamburgers  with  gravy 

25%  deficient  of  meat  New  labels  printed. 

23  B/R  Hamburgers  with  gravy 

27.5%  deficient  of  meat  New  cartons  printed. 

24  B/R  Hamburgers  with  gravy 

25.2%  deficient  of  meat  New  cartons  printed. 

52  B/R  Child's  Aspirin 

Incorrectly  labelled  New  labels  printed. 

UNSOUND  FOODS 

The  following  foods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Cwts. 

lbs. 

Canned  Meats 

32 

39 

Other  canned  foods 

38 

12 

Other  foods 

18 

34 

88 

85 

MILK  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  IN  ALDRIDGE-BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT 
FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  DURING  1968 

PASTEURISED  MILK 


Methylene  Blue  Test 
Total  Satis.  Unsatis. 

47  47 

34  34 

8 8 
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Phosphatase  Test 
Satis.  Unsatis. 

47 

34 

8 


Schools 

School  Canteens 
Hospitals,  Homes  etc. 


89 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  PART 
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Weight  oi  meat  and  offal  condemned:  2 tons  16  cwt.  37  lbs. 


CLEAN  AIR 


DOMESTIC  SMOKE  CONTROL 

Only  one  smoke  control  order  became  operative  during  the  year;  this  was  the 
27a  Smoke  Control  Order,  containing  550  houses  between  the  existing  smoke  control 
orders  in  Streetly  and  the  Pheasey  Estate. 

This  order  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1968,  and  by  31st 
December,  1968,  most  of  the  alterations  had  been  completed  and  grants  paid  to  the 
occupiers  who  required  them. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  two  further  smoke  control  orders  had  been  made  by  the 
Council. 

The  orders  were  as  follows: 

Aldridge-Brownhills  Number  28  Smoke  Control  Order 

This  area  is  bounded  by  Chester  Road,  Foley  Road  East,  and  Thornhill  Road 
in  Streetly  and  is  all  existing  property. 

Aldridge-Brownhills  Number  29  Smoke  Control  Order 

The  area  was  built  round  the  Council's  redevelopment  of  Heath  End,  Pelsall, 
and  joins  two  existing  smoke  control  orders.  This  area  is  bounded  by 
Vicarage  Road,  south  along  the  railway  to  the  junction  of  the  District  boundary, 
north-west  along  the  District  boundary  to  the  boundary  of  the  Number  21 
Smoke  Control  Order,  up  to  and  including  Number  11a  Hall  Lane  and  east 
to  Vicarage  Road. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  both  orders  were  awaiting  confirmation  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  There  was,  however,  one  objection 
outstanding  to  the  Number  28  Order  and  some  delay  is  anticipated  in  the  date  of 
operation  of  this  order. 

The  present  position  regarding  Smoke  Control  Orders  is  as  follows: 


No.  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  in  Operation  31.12.68  27 

Total  number  of  dwellings  covered  by  Orders  31.12.68  9,580 

37%  of  all  dwellings 

Total  Acreage  covered  31.12.68  2, 149  Acres 

16. 2%  of  all  district 

No.  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  awaiting  confirmation  at  31.12.  68  — 2 

Dwellings  Acreage 

Number  28  Smoke  Control  Order  800  203 

Number  29  Smoke  Control  Order  200  77  3 

Total  1,000  28073 


By  December,  two  small  additional  areas  were  being  inspected  with  the  view 
to  Smoke  Control  Orders  being  made.  Both  these  areas  are  based  on  redevelopment 
sites,  one  situated  around  Howdles  Lane,  Castle  Street,  Brownhills,  and  the  other 
around  Walsall  Road,  Aldridge. 

Industrial  Smoke  Control 

The  general  industry  in  the  district  did  not  cause  any  serious  smoke  nuisance 
during  the  year.  However,  one  firm  had  to  have  their  attention  drawn  to  the  smoke 
produced  by  an  incinerator  and  were  requested  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to 
prevent  the  nuisance  recurring. 
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New  Furnace  Plant  Installed 

Eight  notifications  were  received  during  the  last  twelve  months  for  the 
installation  of  a new  furnace  plant.  The  installations  were  for  space  heating  and 
are  only  small  units  using  light  35  sec.  oil. 

Metallurgical  Works  and  Brick  Works 

During  the  year  several  representations  were  made  to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate 
regarding  complaints  of  nuisances  from  Brass  Founders  and  Copper  Refiners.  These 
were  however,  signs  of  improvements  from  both  sources  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  mentioned  in  my  report  for  last  year  the  Brass  Founders  installed  a 
plant  for  the  pretreatment  of  oily  swarf  which  was  brought  into  operation  early  in 
the  year.  When  in  operation,  the  final  discharge  from  the  Foundry  stack,  while 
not  perfect,  was  much  improved  on  previous  performance.  Unfortunately,  occasional 
break-down  of  the  pretreatment  plant  did  give  rise  to  complaints.  It  is  hoped 
however,  that  this  will  be  the  first  stage  of  removing  a gross  source  of  atmospheric 
pollution  from  the  air  of  Aldridge. 

The  Copper  Refiners,  although  situated  in  a neighbouring  district,  continued 
to  be  a source  of  nuisance  for  residents  in  the  Pelsall  district. 

To  inform  the  residents  of  the  problems  involved  and  the  remedies  to  be 
taken,  a Public  Meeting  was  arranged  between  representatives  of  the  firm,  local 
authority  officers,  government  officers  responsible  for  the  Alkali  Acts  and  the 
local  residents. 

Improvements  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  first  noticeable 
external  feature  being  the  construction  of  a new  high  stack. 

The  nuisances  however  continued  at  the  year  end. 

The  year  saw  two  important  steps  in  the  reduction  of  smoke  from  the  various 
firms  engaged  in  the  production  of  building  bricks. 

One  firm,  often  complained  about  for  its  smoke  nuisance,  ceased  production 
completely.  Another  large  brick  producer  commenced  the  construction  of  a new 
tunnel  kiln  which  was  being  commissioned  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  firm,  as  a 
result  of  this  new  kiln  has  already  demolished  several,  intermittant  kilns,  a source 
of  considerable  nuisance,  and  will  later  be  able  to  concentrate  all  the  firing  in  the 
tunnel  kiln. 

This  modernisation  should  provide  a major  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
pollution  produced  by  this  firm. 

Unfortunately,  while  this  forward  looking  firm  has  been  making  these 
improvements,  two  smaller  firms  continued  to  use  the  conventional  intermittant 
kilns  which  produce  volumes  of  obnoxious  black  smoke  without  any  improvements 
being  made. 

Some  reduction  in  the  amount  of  smoke  produced  from  these  sources  must  be 
made  in  the  future . 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGES  - RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

DEPOSITS  IN  TONS  PER  SQUARE  MILE  PER  MONTH 

Month 

Brownhills 

Shelfield 

January 

8.97 

11.  78 

February 

9.20 

8.56 

March 

9.  84 

16.  10 

April  . . 

14.83 

18.  62 

May  . . 

23.04 

15.41 

June  . . 

0.71 

0.23 

July  . . 

0.41 

0.43 

August 

16.81 

12.  58 

September 

11.44 

10.  63 

October 

6.80 

29.  66 

November 

12.07 

14.  65 

December 

9.77 

8.85 

TOTALS 

123.89 

147.50 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  - RECORDS  OF 
SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

WEIGHT  OF  SULPHUR  TRIOXIDE  COLLECTED  IN 
MILLIGRAMS  PER  100  SQUARE  CM.  PER  DAY 


Month 

January 
February 
March 
April  . . 
May  . . 
June  . . 
July  . . 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Brownhills 

2.23 

2.44 

3.44 
1.50 
1. 18 
1.18 
1.18 
0.49 
3.46 
2.40 
2.14 
2.  79 

24.43 


Shelfield 

1. 15 
1.37 
1.52 
0.  76 
0.56 
0.51 
0.42 
1.11 

0. 56 

1.  00 
2.  73 

11.69 

(11  months) 


TOTALS 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


Atmospheric  Pollution  — Industrial  . . . . . . • • 64 

— Trade  . . . . . . • • • • 87 

£ 

Combustion  Plant 

1 acn 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

Bonfires  . . . . • • • • • • • • * * ®8 

487 

Food  Premises 

Mobile  Food  Shops  and  Delivery  Vehicles  . . . . • • • • 43 

Slaughter  House  Inspection  . . . . • • • • • • ® 

Meat  Inspection  . . . . . . • • • • • • • • 740 

Unsound  Food  — Condemnations  . . . . . . • • • • 88 

— Complaints  . . . . . . • • • • 422 

Housing  Survey  — Improvement  Areas  . . . . . . • • 20 

Housing  Inspections  — Housing  Acts  . . . . . . • • 505 

— Public  Health  Acts  . . . . . . . . 485 

Clearance  Areas  . . . . . . . . • • - • • • 484 

Demolitions  . . . . . . . . • • • • • • 3 77 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 3 

Rent  Act . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  20 

Closing  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 4 

Rehousing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 44 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . 380 

Welfare  Cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Insect  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Verminous  or  Dirty  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations  . . . . ...  . . . . 9 

Sampling  — Water  ...  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

— Faecal  or  Urine  . . . . . . . . . . 355 

— Food  and  Drugs  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

- Milk 

Refuse  — Trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

— Domestic  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

— Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

— Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 171 

— Unauthorised  tipping  . . . . . . . . . . 156 

Noise  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 

Smell  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . # _ 116 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . . . . . . . . . 125 

Drainage..  ..  ..  ..  . . . . ..  . . 585 

Brook  Course  Pollution  . . . . . . . . 33 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  . . . . . . 503 

Factory  Inspections  — with  power  . . . . . . 37 

— Without  power  . . . . . . 52 

Movable  Dwellings  . . . . . , 20 

Petroleum  Storage  . . . . . . ^35 

Theatre  and  Cinema  Licences  ...... 

Riding  Establishments  . . . . 5 

Pet  Animal  and  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  . . 8 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . 220 


TOTAL  8,533 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(a)  ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS 


Throughout  the  year  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  premises 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority,  and  it  is  satisfying  to  report  that  all  existing 
premises  have  now  received  at  least  one  general  inspection. 

Number  of  Premises  Number  registered 

Class  of  Premises  Registered  during  the  year  at  end  of  year 

Offices  10  92 

Retail  Shops  28  314 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  - 9 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  Public,  Canteens  3 43 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  - 1 

41  459 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  UNDERTAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  - 606 


(b)  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Contraventions  found  at  premises  during  the  year  were  mainly  of  a minor 
nature,  although  the  number  is  greater  than  that  recorded  during  the  previous  year. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  undertaken,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  first  aid  kits  at  many  premises  had  been  allowed  to  fall  below  the 
standard  required. 

ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Section 


4 

Cleanliness 

32 

6 

Temperature 

51 

7 

Ventilation 

3 

8 

Lighting 

12 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

21 

10 

Washing  Facilities 

27 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

6 

13 

Sitting  Facilities 

3 

15 

Eating  Facilities 

2 

16 

Floors,  Passage  and  Stairs 

6 

24 

First  Aid 

64 

Other  Matters 

130 

:)  ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

357 

Eight  accidents  were  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  during  1968.  All  these 
were  of  a minor  nature  and  were  thoroughly  investigated.  No  formal  action  was 
found  to  be  necessary. 
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COMPLAINTS 


Complaints  received  at  the  Health  Department  and  dealt  with: 

Drainage,  House  Defects,  Nuisances  302 

Defective  Dustbins  398 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Service  . . 810 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . . . . 473 

1983 


DISREPAIR  NOTICES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


Notices 

Notices 

Served 

Completed 

Informal 

. . 40 

40 

Formal 

93 

85 

133 

125 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  - PAIL  CLOSETS 

The  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  is  11.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
figure  will  decrease  due  to  the  demolition  of  unfit  properties. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  ACT,  1903  - 1952 

During  the  year  the  only  cinema  in  the  District  - 'Avion'  Cinema,  Aldridge, 
closed  down. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Applications  received  and  granted  for  a Licence  to  keep  a Pet  Shop  ...  3 
RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964 
Applications  received  and  granted  for  a licence  under  the  above  Act  . . . 5 
ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT,  1963 
Applications  received  and  granted  for  a licence  under  the  above  Act  ...  3 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  WORK 


Premises  Inspected 
(To  confirm  infestation  or  otherwise) 


Totals 

Inspected 

Found 

Infested 

Found 

non- 

Infested 

No.  of 
Visits 
Made 

Dwelling  houses  (including 
Council  houses) 

198 

198 

- 

968 

Business  Premises 

61 

61 

- 

301 

Council  Premises 

15 

15 

- 

129 

Agricultural  Premises 

1 

1 

- 

18 

275 

275 

- 

1,416 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  75  (1) 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 38 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 354 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(This  section  of  the  report  relates  to  the  year  commencing  1st  April,  1968 
and  terminating  31st  March,  1969). 

Staff: 


Cleansing  Foremen  2 


Male  Employees: 

Refuse  Collection  51 

Refuse  Disposal  2 


Vehicles: 


gistration  No. 

Vehicle 

Year 

6201  RF 

S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 

1960 

379  CBF 

S & D Pakamatic 

1962 

245  KBF 

S & D Pakamatic 

1963 

ORF  263B 

Eagle  Crushload 

1964 

LBF  663D 

Automatic  Loader 

1966 

BRF  360E 

S & D Pakamatic 

1967 

NBF  499 

Dennis  Paxit  11 

1961 

RBF  940 

Dennis  Paxit  111 

1961 

LRE  236B 

Side  Loader 

1964 

EBF  910C 

Dennis  Paxit  111A 

1965 

CUR  80F 

S & D Pakamatic 

1968 

ORE  713F 

Crushloader 

2 Bristol  Taurus  Tractors 

1968 
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COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1969 
COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 


Particulars 

Collection 

£ 

Disposal 

£ 

Total 

£ 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 
GROSS  EXPENDITURE 

Labour 

50, 143 

944 

51,087 

Transport 

24,003 

4,  724 

28, 727 

Other  Items 

3,581 

746 

4,327 

TOTAL  GROSS 
EXPENDITURE 

77, 727 

6,414 

84,141 

GROSS  INCOME 

2,227 

144 

2,371 

NET  COST 

75,500 

6,270 

81, 770 
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